CITY OF HIGHLAND HEIGHTS, KENTUCKY
ORDINANCE NO. 01-2023

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF HIGHLAND HEIGHTS CODE OF
ORDINANCES CHAPTER 36: CODE OF ETHICS

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HIGHLAND HEIGHTS, KENTUCKY AS FOLLOWS:

Section i
City of Highland Heights Ordinances Chapter 36 is amended to as follows:

Section 36.05:; ETHICS-COMMISSION INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT: NORTHERN
KENTUCKY REGIONAL ETHICS AUTHORITY

A. Interlocal Cooperation Agreement

(1) The City adheres to the provisions herein; so adopted as to meet requirements set
forth by KRS 65.003.

(2) Attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference is an Interlocal Cooperation
Agreement authorized by KRS 65.210, et seq., which the Mayor is hereby authorized and
directed to sign on behalf of the City and provisions of this ordinances shall be enforced by the
Northern Kentucky Regional Ethics Authority, herein referred to as NKREA, and the Northern
Kentucky Ethics Enforcement Committee according to the provisions thereof.

B. Retaliation

(1) No Official, Board member or Employee of the City or any City agency shall subject to
reprisal retaliation , or directly or indirectly use, or threaten to use, any official authority or
influence in any manner whatsoever which tends to discourage, restrain, deter, prevent, interfere
with, coerce, or discriminate against any person who in good faith reports. discloses, divulges, or




otherwise brings to the attention of the Northern Kentucky Ethics Enforcement Committee or any
other agency or official of the City or the Commonwealth any facts or information relative to an
actual or suspected violation of this ordinance,

(2) This section shall not be construed as prohibiting disciplinary or punitive action if an
Official, Board member, or Employee of the City or any City agency discloses information which
he or she knows to be false or which he or she discloses with reckless disregard for its truth, or

falsity.

C. Severability

If any provision of this ordinance is deemed by a court of competent jurisdiction to be
unenforceable or unconstitutional, the remaining provisions of this ordinance shall continue in full
force and effect.

D. Conflicting Ordinances Repealed

All other ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to
the extent of the conflict.

Section 36.06 FILING AN INVESTIGATION COMPLAINT.

Pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement referenced in Section 36.06. the Northern Kentucky

Regional Ethics Authority, hereinafier NKREA, will establish the Northern Kentucky Ethics

Enforcement Committee, hereinafter NK EEC. The NKEEC is hereby designated all powers and
authorities necessary to organize itself and adopt rules of procedures as deemed necessary to




accomplish these responsibilities which includes, but is not limited to, filing an investigation

complaint.
Section 36.07 NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement referenced in Section 36.06, the Northern Kentucky
Regional Ethics Authority. hereinafter NKREA., will establish the Northern Kentucky Ethics

Enforcement Committee, hereinafter NKEEC. The NKEEC is hereby designated all powers and
authorities necessary to organize itself and adopt rules of procedures as deemed necessary to

accomplish these responsibilities which includes, but is not limited to. notice of anv hearing set
before the NKEEC.

Section 36.08. HEARING PROCEDURE.




Pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement referenced in Section 36.06, the Northern Kentucky
Regional Ethics Authority, hereinafter NKREA, will establish the Northern Kentucky Fthics
Enforcement Committee, hereinafter NKEEC. The NKEEC is hereby designated all powers and
authorities necessary to organize itself and adopt rules of procedures as deemed necessary to
accomplish these responsibilities which includes, but is not limited to, any establishing a hearing
procedure.

Section 36.09. Appeals.

Pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement referenced in Section 36.06, the Northern Kentucky
Regional Ethics Authority, hereinafter NKREA, will establish the Northern Kentucky Ethics
Enforcement Committee, hereinafter NKEEC. The NKEEC is hereby designated all powers and
authorities necessary to organize itself and adopt rules of procedures as deemed necessary to
accomplish these responsibilities which includes, but is not limited to, any appeal process.




Section [I

That this Ordinance shall be signed by the Mayor, attested by the City Clerk/Treasurer
and recorded. Same shall be in effect at the earliest time provided by law.

First reading this 17th day of January, 2023.

Second reading this 7th day of February, 2023.

’*D—h\‘ M’\——

MAYOR GREGORY ¥. MEYERS

ATTEST:

) i
JEANNE M. PETTIT
CITY CLERK/TREASURER
Ord 01-2023




